Lethal cytomegalovirus ischemic colitis presenting with fever of unknown origin.
We report a fatal case of cytomegalovirus (CMV) ischemic colitis in a renal transplant recipient. The disease was manifested with fever of unknown origin for 27 days followed by progressive right lower abdominal pain. The clinical condition deteriorated rapidly with development of disseminated intravascular coagulopathy and internal bleeding despite right hemicolectomy and antiviral therapy. The patient died 11 days after the onset of abdominal pain. We conclude that the possibility of CMV ischemic colitis should be suspected if a patient presents with fever and abdominal pain in the early months after transplantation, and that early viral detection by CMV polymerase chain reaction can be lifesaving.